
The Purpose of PTA is to promote the welfare of children in schools and the
community by supporting parent involvement in the educational process, advocating
for quality education, and collaborating with the school to ensure our children reach

their full potential.

CUCPTSA ADVOCACY TEAM
November Report

Federal:
● Congress is working on the Fiscal Year 2024 budget and the

proposal is to cut $22.1 billion in education. That's a devastating
28% PLEASE take a second and follow the link to the CAPTA &
National PTA "Take Action"!!
https://www.pta.org/home/advocacy/take-action

Keep the Promise:

● Met with Congressman Levin’s office in October. This is ongoing
work to advocate for the federal government to fully fund IDEA.

State:
●We have to keep talking about school funding in California.
● Raise the Base is an ongoing initiative.
● One piece of legislation can change the future of education
for generations to come.
● By 25-26, all the CUSD COVID relief funds would be

exhausted, which translates into no more small-size
classrooms and eliminating some of the P.E teachers at
elementary schools.

● Please see below Local Control Funding Formula per
student for the academic year 23-24 in Orange
County



Local:
● The Capistrano School District will be defining a district

standard for safety for all of our schools. This work is
scheduled to be completed this fall. Take note that in case of a

lockdown or shelter in place, the district information to
Parents are based on safety and assessment of the
situation. It will not be as fast as getting a text from your
students in the classroom.



● Please see below the School Safety Protocols.



School Facilities:

● Capistrano School District has about $4 million for deferred maintenance
per year, that is not a lot considering that some of our schools are over 50
years old. The only way to get the funding for school facility needs in
California is to pass a school facility Bond.

● Capistrano has not passed a bond since 1999 measure A. Measure M, H, I,
and the most recent one G have been rejected by the voters. However, it is
important to note that while our school bonds have failed the State matching
school bonds have passed, meaning that we all are paying for the state
matching school bonds and we are not receiving any of the money.

● To receive the state matching school Bond money a City or District has to
pass its own School Facility Bond.

● Since 2010 over 16 School bonds have been passed in Orange County.
Essentially Capistrano School District residents have been paying and are
continuing to pay for school improvement bonds in cities like Irvine, Laguna
Beach, Tustin, Santa Ana, and others.

● Just last year alone there were 20,000 work order requests put into the
district. The School District cannot fulfill all of them because they just don't
have the resources.



New Grading Policy;
●Was supposed to be implemented in the 2nd Quarter of this year however it

will be implemented next year as the district needs more time to fine-tune
the process.



★ On October 18th, there was a board meeting where the controversial parental
notification policy did not pass.

★ This month is a Red Ribbon month so please see attached…a list of known
emojis that youth use to order drugs on Snapchat. According to Amy Neville
of the Alexander Neville Foundation, Snapchat is the number one
drug-selling social media.





●New State Laws
Book Banning is illegal

LGBTQ+: Training educators

Fentanyl: Responding to student overdoses Firearms:

Tax to fund school safety/violence prevention School

Meals: Cut the sugar and salt

School Safety: Schools must be ready to address violence

Fentanyl test strips

AB 461 Ramos Requires each community college and

California State University to provide information about the use and location of fentanyl test
strips and requires that each campus health center stock and distribute fentanyl test strips.

School Districts: budgets public hearings

AB 721 Valencia Increases transparency for parents and community members by allowing
school districts the flexibility to post information regarding the school budget, including
where and how the budget may be reviewed and the date and location of budget hearings, on
the district website homepage.

Right to Recess
SB 291 Newman Requires schools to provide recess for at least 30 minutes and prohibits
school staff from restricting a pupil’s recess.

Pupil instruction: handwriting

AB 446 Quirk-Silva Defines handwriting, in the course of study for grades 1 to 6, to include
cursive and joined italics.

Literacy: Local Public Library Partnership Program

SB 321 Ashby Establishes the Local Public Library Partnership Program and requires the
State Librarian to coordinate with each local public library to ensure each student is issued a
student success card by 3rd grade.

All-gender restrooms

SB 760 Newman on or before July 2026 requires schools to provide at least one all-gender
restroom for pupil use.

Class size: report

SB 872 Min Requires the California Department of Education to publish a report annually on
the average class size in each public school



AB1651 Sanchez Requires schools to store epinephrine auto-injectors in an accessible location

for emergency use.

AB 1653 Sanchez Requires guidelines, procedures and safety standards for monitoring the

safety of practice and play when it's hot.

For a full list of education laws 2023- Ed100
https://ed100.org/blog/2023-pass-fail-veto

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1651
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240AB1653
https://ed100.org/blog/2023-pass-fail-veto

